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Sk RO OTS OF ° THe KORE AW CONFLICT 


The war in Korea marks the imperialist invasion of a ‘backward ‘eon 





‘trys It, is, Ah-attempt on: the. ‘part of imperialism to drown the fires of 


‘the Asiatic revolution. It’is. ah-dinvasion by American“ imperialism (clo- 
eked. With the. drapery of ‘the. UN}ageinst. the workers and peasants who 
Jere abtempting to rid Paeme ote Oot ar reueey. eapitalism fostered by 
dmperialism. a ; : | 

The ner ‘iy Korea hag: namie « '.. BOVE. stage in the’ struggle estneen Am 
erican Impericlism and Stolinismjand cah be &. new stage between imper- 
‘de@lism and the ‘social revolution. if proper léssohs oie a third indepen- 
dent position are taken by revolutionists. Korea morks the close of. the 
postwar _period,of | exnpitalist reorganizntion and cold war. It represents 
‘the beginning. of-the pre-we r struggle for pereure bases and row mate 
erials in préparation for the all-out war against’. social revolutions 
bnd Stclinism.. At the close of. the previous workd wor, the fact. thet | 
there were severcl great im perialist powers ennbied the. imperialists, a 
longer brecthing spell before the next ware The balnnce of power ationg 
several impericlist blocs cllowed more time and smalk wors were con~ 
pained by the big powers for their jockeying for further advantages in 
the balance of power. 


But at the close of the second. world wart’ the Cee! of power was 
* gomething new ;it was a balance only between the United States bloe vse 
‘the Stalinist bloe. The tempo is faster and. sny.shift here or. there 

, alters to a greater degree the delicete balence between these two for 
aese The lose of Chine gave Stalinism a weight in ‘Asia that American 
Umperialism eacnnot afford to a further without a military cad cata 
That. is what happened in Korea 


7 THE UNITED STATUS HaS A WORLD PLAN vo 


‘The ‘United Stotes came out of the last ver with the key position in 
production distrssbution of commodities ond the finencial banker of the 
world with “unlimited” possibiLities-if-—if-—the social revolutions can 
be smcshed : and if Stclinism is defeated. The weakness of. the other po- 
wers as a result of the war forced them to follow the lend of Walk St- 
reet.and Washington. In this. fight the military experts of th United 
States ean allow soine fires tio-burn.cand es nnot cllow other fires to 
burn nor cllon stalinism to overstep given stretegical points. For ex- 


comple,Greece is one of these voints. The Neor bes& is. another such 


pointe South tast asén is a third. western burope is another such def- 
ense line agrinst social revolutions and Stcelinism. In each one of . 
these areas special mensures suitable for the country and the needs 
of imperialism cre being taken. Latin america ané Africec heave their own 
problems but these fires of revolt the Imperiatists do not consider as 
dengerous cs the fires around the Soviet Union. In other words Stclin— 


ism cennot EXPLOIT for their own burocretic needs and interests the so— 


cial uphenvals in the areas thet American imperialism can get to quick 
With proper’men and materials. But Stclinism can take edvante ge Of so- 
Oiol uphecvols cand: revolutions within, striking ronge of the StcLinist 
oo Soviet Union and the surrounding netions ,Koreg, is one such 
port. 


AMerican imperialism needs Japan,Formosa,and the Phillipine Islands 
cs her outposts pointing at Asia for her mester. world plen against the 
socicl revolutions end Stclinism. 3f one of these points is breeehec by 
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Stalinism or a social revobution the plen of American imperaiclism is 
weakened considerably. Korea serves as a military-politica} dagger ané 
“‘4mperialist pressure point into Soviet Siberic and wenchuriae Also the 
American position in Japen,ond tthe west Pacific Islands are endangered 
with Korea in the hands of Stalinism. Theat is the reason Truman declare 
ied Wor in factiwhile trompling on the 34111 of Rights end the Constitu-_ 
‘tion of the. United Sto AteSe 


The real sufferers of the war have been the Korean people. It is 
they who have been revolting. against. the conditions present in the 
post. World Wer Il period whieh ‘gave 58% of thé lend to landlords who 
comprised but 3% of the populations it is they who revolted against tie 
readtionary South Korean regeme of Syngaman Rhee who outlewed all work 
ing class political parties. including the trade union movement. except 
the Taechan NO Chung,a oompény union. And their revolt will continuo 
when even ofter the CP North Kortéan reageme hes established its rulo . 
taxes of from 30% to 72% have bocn levicd. The some is about true of 
= south. 


' But the American people will heave their share of suffering. Countless 
Amer-ide ns and others will be and cre being killed or crippled for. Wall 
Street profits. Reel weges will drop end prices cnd rents will go up . 
with more taxes to pey for the war. Rents ,interest,and are will gO 
up while housing for the masses will lessen. In.the guise of « struggie 
ageinst the Americcn Stalinistts the left radicenl movement will be push- 
“6d cround while reaction will grow» american forms of the fascists 
will recr their ugly heed. The trace union are already in retreat with 
the hammer blows from cbove through class unity in wea ars 





In this case the American workers imust do more than whet Schactmen's 
group advocate. They advocate. political opposition ‘ond work for social-— 
mee Any socicl reformists can do the same cs they clweys heve in such 

ases. It is true that smoll organizations | such. os the" IND&PENDENT ~ 
SOCIALISTS! cen not do much more than propagate ideas. They are not 
integrated . in the masses sufficiently to carry into ection to eny ex- 
tent their position and the road necessery if end when slogens. can be 
turned into action. Therefore,the situction call's for Lenin's linc. 
The main enemy is at home,our own exploiters, and, revolutionary werxists 
taust advocate the turning of the impericlist onsleught in Korea into 
a civil wer here. 


What is the position revodmutione ry hierxists should take regarding . the 
situation in North Korea ? The struggle of the masses is o revolution— 
cry struggle to oust imperinlism and the feudrl—capitalist class which 
“it is cttempting to foster. wierxists support this struggle of the. mas— 
sese But ab the some time this movement is under the lerdership of the 
Korean Communist Porty,a politicel rolctive of the Chinese CP,whose p 
policies are directly intermeshed 2nd subservient to thet of Stalinism 
in the Soviet Unton, Stalinism by virtue of.its position goins the le 
headership of the struggle on the part of the Masses to consume their 
revolutionery energies up to the point of actual victory(which in the 
long run mecns defent) so thet it ean maintcin its hold of Lecdership 
on the masses for its own ends. 


How. con ilorxiste suprort . movement of the masses. which is under .tho 
leadership ofc socia l-veformist,countcr-revolutionary Stalinist party 
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‘Do they? The answer of the °Fourth International" Trotskyites is that, 
"The only. possible revolutionary attitude is to participate in this 
movement of the dolonidl masses:and to. struggle within it against its 
wxplodtetion. by the Stalinist buroernacy « put the primary condition. for 

alizing: this. possibility is the UNCONDITICNAL DEFSNSE OF THIS MOVE- 
ENT AGAINST TH# NATIVE. FHUDAL—~CAPITALISTS, AND. ABOVE ALL AGAINST IM- 
PERIALISM" (their own émphesis) These Trotskyites make on amolem. of the 
pee de rehip and the masses with their UNCONDITIONAL. support. 

2 ae. 

The policy of revolutionary liarxisit ‘is to carry the frontel struggle 
of the masses to the mein enemy on the front..Our ‘task however-is to 
Win the masses eway from this betra yer Leadership. Our policy ae ones 
of MARCHING SEPARETELY,BUT STRIKING TOGHTH“R. We would work for ee 
. ted front of ALL. GLASS "FORCE cS ageinst the invesion of the err en 
ot the front. But ot the same time our policy would be. to organize THE 
WORKING iWASS.uiS into a gsepexzrte column so thnt they could maintain their 
own corms ,»orgenizat@ons,etc,ond not sbordinate them to the treacherous 
policies of the. DOW eco tea geuoen Ver and their social-reformi st, Stalin— 
ist and Socialist allies. Our. strategy. would be to use those neationcl — 
ist forces who wQudal fight the impericlists; but.et the’ same time keep 
bur cless. force independent ih ,the struggle with them so that the mes— 
Bes ‘Meintain their independent clcss strength. This is one part of tho 
problem of building the revolutionary wlarxian Pe by, ond of echioving al 
social revolution within the. areg we hope to-win and defend. This was 
the strategy of the Bolsheviks in reLatién to: bourgeois—democratic 
Kerensky government and the armies of countcrrcvolution in 1917. It 
bs the, sang. strategy we advocated for Spa in in relation to the Pooplets: 
Front government against Freenode. 05” : a ae 


soca.» 





The nature of the genéral conditidhs of foudal—capitalist oppression 
throughout Asia ultiiately combines. the ‘revolutionery struggles of the. 
iasses.e The sfvance of inpuriclish on eny front,es in Koren, thregtons: 
she life blood of the Ghinese revolution. It is. ‘for: this.recson that 
the Chinese Red arnies’ struggle in. ‘Koree,in Indo-China, give aid through 
out SouthEast Asia, the” Phillipines, invede Tibet. It mey not. be long , 
a the civil wor in Andic. changés tts religous forns: end moves for 





J : ; 
b, » ve . %. . e ' ’ 


The strength of the yo migeas forces in Asia does. ‘not. pernit the 
Impertclists to rely:on.foree alone, already as they occupy the boribed 
workers hories» they cre prepering. to “build new. ones. They nase attenpt 
to bribe the Masses cfter their mass lurder. 

Revolutionary Marxists must work . fbr on independent. revolutionary 
Marxicn Party in Korea. This force. ust am itself on the basis Cf 
revolutionary struggle. to establish, denocratic workers and peasants 
governiient,a genuine dicte torship, of the proletariat. All foreign for 
ces. that stand in the wey of this will have to be driven out of ‘Kores 
and all other Looe iL ZOVEINGN tS. . | 


Down with the Inpericlist invasion of Koreas 
Long Live the Independent struggle of the Korean: peoplcst 
For co Social Revolution in Koroat 


8-6-50 
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LETTER FROM EN: 
“BY JT. 
SOCIALIST WORKERS LEAGUE 


see There is growing dissec. bisfrotion with the Labor .Govermicnt: over 
sich pucstions as "w- ge-freezing", unofficial strikes;increase cost of 
Living ,housing difficultivs,etc,.cee0e.eAtiong the rank and file of cl— 





fost alk unions the deiand for woge-ineresses has led to the T.U-e Cner- 


ass cond the Labour Governuent to modifying its rigid attitude. although 
in principle they have not departed from the besic policy of no woge. | 
edvances;the pressure of the renk-and-file has led most union executi- 
ves to abandon wegée-increrses for the lowest paid workers and theestcb- 
tishnent of < notdone) nininun wege for men of Lk 5 per week. This tre— 
tical. retrec t by the trede union burocrats has been. brought chout by 
the pressure. of -the : renk ond file,but: by. conceding it they hope to 

gten the rising. tide of. pposition to their general linc of class 
gollaboration.. On. the other hend the ob our-governiient off sets any 
increases by the Lifting of controls and the gradual retovel of sub-— 
gidies for. essenticl couodities. The real purehe Sing power of the wore 
Ker's wage therefore continues .to drop. One of the biggest stc bilizing 


factors in holding in-chéck the olcss’ struggle is the absence of: moss: 


unelpkoynent. The ccntinued néved to close the dAisport-cxport gap. by the 
end. of the tiershall Plan in 1952-3 has brought cbout. a2 rvlatively high 
| ing the past five 
yeors has been couparstively slow ond ‘ste nds atabout 350,000: cornpsired 
with 1,500,000 in the period just before’ the were The cle in of tho: Loe 
bor Party that. itches cbolishud mass ‘unciiployvicnt. and the introduction 
of such social services cs the National Health Scheiic is one of the | 
biggrst recsons for the centinued support for the Labour Governiicn tt’ 
Couparatively, the host: edvancud sections of the working el-ss ere thoso 
working in. industries and services which heve been: nattioneliscd. Trans— 
port. workers.heve been in the forefront of the. struggle for siic tines 
Unfortunately, tho iiinecrs who used to hold the ferefront of the strugglc 








“in the inter-war years cre yory quict—the couplete. re-crganizotion of- 


the industry under ncataionelize tion, the. dentinudd doricnd for conl for — 
hoie consumption and for cxpott ensures a) high level. of enpLloyrient , and 
the wage chad cther e-neessions sinde t tho winers under neationelizstion 
hos. sc fer prevented the prowth of eny substenticl nilitent cl-ss strug 


glo. There ere-no tomedinte rrospeaits of cc. lét-up in producticn, in the 


8oOmM-f tionrbanedys .jor’ seotor. of ecpitclist eoonny,the nest disturbed 
suction is general enginecsring,where the workers he Ve ade an atteript 
ot 2 breek-t roughe The dexond for a Roo week increse led te 1 posi- 
tion Where the virious enginver ing unions brlloted their iwiibers on be 


on the duvstion;of striku-actiscn or ‘the mw buission of the clein to's 


bitretiom. Unfortunately the positicn in the industry with relative | 
fulk, eliphoynent, the possibilities cf icking up ecrnings with ovurtine 
cnd by inerecse 4 production bonusus,phus the continued support for 
the Labour Governi.nt and Labour Party and. the absunee of cny co-ordin- 
rted militant oppesition under « lucdership,hes 1lud to an overwhelrning 
vote in fevour of the subiiission of the eleili to erbitreation. _The dis- 
satisfaction in the building industry %ver the continued eurtcibicnt. of 
building: Operatives modundant to the industry have becn absorbed DY O%-— 
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her industries. The light consumer industries such xs ee 
ture @tc,have been horder hit by incres.sed consumer recisicnce to high 
prices and cttempts to reduce prices ab the expers3 oF we 768 hs led 
to one or two isolnted struggles which icy become More tonereal. The 
textile undustries,both cotton ond wool,frcing inc: 3s sed ecupetition 
on the world mcrket, are sharply resisting wage Geuwwis, Lut the unions 
in both spinning ond wenving sections have complete Teeeue tic control 
end any opposition is slmost non-existent ond h’.s been for mony yeorse 
It is the toughest nut to crack in the whole industricl sphere. Gener— 
R1L¥ specking,despite the world—wide herdening of prices,cnd growing 
pompetition,sritish capitalism is ct the ioment riding the crisis,and 
exports cre still-going up. Britain's nearest rivals(apart from the 
U.S.A.) such as Germany,Japan,France,etc,have still a long way to go be— 
fore seriously challenging Britain’ S relatively favorable position. 
— all these difficulties,rumblings are growinge »« « -« 


Yours fraternally, 
Joe Thomas 
For the S.W.L. 


DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION 
DOWN U.S. IMPERIALISM 
DOWN STALINISM | 


7.191% 33 years have passed since the establishment of the 
first pore state in the Soviet Union. Once again iuperialism prepar- 
as its armies for a final onslaught’ to crush the Soviet Union. This is 
part: and parcel of Imperialism's Plans to defeat the civil wars and 
PVorurene in Asia, brewing everywhere. 





-The Soviet Union and the struggles of the working class can only be 
defended by a struggle against Imperialism. Stalinism is a social-ref— 
ofmist force within the workang class which has political power in the . 
Soviet Unione It therefore is a counter-revolutionary agent of imper— 
ialism. Part and parcel of the struggle against imperialism is the str 


a anid against Stalininism. FOR POLITICAL REVOLUTION IN Ti SOVIzT UNION. 


:But the opportunists and those wha hurry to clinb back on the imper— 
ialist band—wagon SiPaRaTx the relationship of Stalinism to imperdal- 
isme By finding"new"analysis of the nature of the Soviet Union and Stal-— 
inism they have a theoretical justification for their rotten SUPPORT 
£0 THs CaPITALIST SYSTEM. 


Stalinism cannot defend the Soviet Union. Only a new revolutionary 
Marxian party based on the writings of ijarx,Engels,and Lenin,in the 
Soviet Union,for the extension of November 7, LOL? throughout "the world, 
and for the creation of a new MARXIAN INTERNATIONAL, ean progress con- 
tinue an the world and imperialist wars and depressions be €liminated. 


DEFEND THE SOVIZT UNION;FOR POLITICAL REVOLUTION IN THE SOVI“ZT UNION 
END TEE IPZRIALIST WaR PLaNS 1 ¢ 
FOR FUTURE NOViimaR 7,19179%s 3} 
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AE * JUNE PLENUM” 
2 A SUPPRESSED CHAPTER 
FROM THE HISTORY OF j%TROTSKYISM 





By HUGO OFILER 


To understand the real. situation.at the June Plenum, let us first consider 
a léttor sent at that time, giving a first hand report. — 


‘ Now York _ 
June 23 35 
Comrade G.: ar | 


rd 


I reecived your wire and om answoring at once, The Plenum took one 
weok, and has just concluded at six o'clock Saturdcy morning. Theat is the 
reason you did not hear from us sooncr. This lotter will morely give you 
some advance information. A full report will be sent later when we get some 
sleep and have time to go over the whole situation. © 

The results of the Plenum are: an orgahizational and political stale- 
mate. Only three isstes of the long agenda wore. taken up, that is: the Inter-~ 
national question, the Socialist Party question and the internal question, All’ 
other questions such as trade union, NRA, Zack appeal, labor defense, otc., wore 
not reached. So far as Cannon and ‘Shachtman are concerned thoy do not care if 
wo, never reach a solution on thoso issucs as well as the Nogro question and 

others. 

Thore were four forces roprosontcd at tho ‘Plenum: 
tho Cannonitos with Cannon, Shachtman,'- ‘Lowitt, Swahbceck, West and Ramuglia; 
Mustcitos, roprosonted by: Musta, Johnson, K. Lore ’McKinncy and Sclandor; 
Weborités; Soatir and Glotzor- Webor eltornate; 

Our force: Stamm, Basky and, mysol?. 

Minneapolis was not prosent, noither wes Allard, nor tho only two 

remaining right wingers (Budonzitcs) of the NO-+- Truex and Brior. 


Tho lino up was such that if one of tho four groups put in thoir 
om. resolution and voted against:.2l11 others, no resolution would pass. Thore- 
fore, a stelamcto or « block wes netossary «to pess any motion. 
-.. The Cannon-Weber block onrbled than to ecrry their International 
position. Musto’ s resolution end,.our resolution.(which you clroedy have) lost, 
The four groups put in resolutions on the SP. gqucstion so we arrived 
ata stalqmate. ._ Cannon" S rosolution. (part) is’ one¢loscod because. it clearly ro- 
veals in writing what wo have clweys soid=-thet. thoy’ heve cn SP oriontation. 
Thoy even soy thoy are going to roform the SP. Read the resolution vory carc- . 
ful. Tho dof inition of rcoform, they usc in releticn-to the sccond intornational *= 
is the samo dofinition’ wo uscd in tho pest in roletion to tho CI when we wore 
the Loft Opposition. 





Lator on a: motion On - tactic in- roletion to the SP, tho Webcrites, 
Glotzer and Satir votod with Cannon: .and his motion. cérricd. It is not a Tine, 
sho it at lLoast givos him a. clos rand free hend for the next months--without a 

oa party line. Thoy. ‘changod . thoir vote efter cerccing to vote with us on a 
métion on tactics. This mocns thoy have voted, on tactic,for the Cannoh SP 
oriontation. ft. © 4 





hg) A 
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All motions on the Oslo Buro, tho youth question wore voted down «. 
Thon a. compromiso motion was progonted and it was earriod ynanimously,. _ _ 
. This: convention sav the ond of the. Cannon Muste block, Tnoy broko 


‘and Musto. worked with us..on.sovoral points. “Likowiso, this. cohvontion saw the 
beginning of. the. ond -of . tho misoreblo straddlo of. the fenco role of the Web orites 


Their. caucus. will- bust: up. unless. thoy jump..to a new position. Tho rank and 


filo are deserting thom.. Bvon-Papeun is roady to quit thom. 


On Organizntion, Musto brought it out eibagiy- that Cannon intondoa 
to throw us out at this Plonum and that the Zack cxpulsion Wes plennod by’ Can- 
non as the first stop in this diroctfon -in order that ho could : put: through his. 
SP oricntation in o cloud of confusion and oxpulsions. Tho Connonites ondonv= 
ored to havo the Planum reaffirm tho Pittsburgh -docision egeinst us. Our voto 
with tho vote of the Muste forcos and tho Webor forces votcd this dcwn, So tho 
second Plonun. roscinded tho action of’ the. first Plénum. 

Likowise the forces, in an abstract motion consured tho editors of 


our publication, Anothor blow at tho Connenites,. 


All charges ponding ogninst comrades wore droppod. By a vote of those 
throo forcos. 

Tho‘above throo victoriés are directly in favor: of our. position. On 
thoso points to wore tho driving forcos. | 


Stamm was ecnsurcd by tho control commission, boca Uso Cannon's word 


W 08 as good as a socialists word on certain. chergos. 


Qur motion for a convention. within throc months was lost. 
Cannon: openly announced ho is going out into tho party end carry 
on a factional ' tight. ogeainst us _to-athe ond, That wo. er anc t. exist side by side 


-togothor’, | sa ta 





Of course, Cannon controls tho pross and +ho PC so he ¢an carry on 

his var oageinst us throbghohégal: chapnols. | 

- Zack's appeonl goes ovor to the noxt “Plenum or the Convention if We 

ean hold one, Wo aro going to: appeal tc tho mamborehip as per the. constitu- 
tion for the convention, — : 





‘The fight in the ccming poricd will primerily bo dees Rees 8 
forces and our forcos. Musto ond Weber will heve tc eave in- to. ‘or the 
other main positions. Wo wero the two polos et this Plonum end whieh: side 
theso comrades: sypportod onablod that group t~ carry. This metorial votiod 
half the time with us and helf tho time with Crnnon, However, tho Muste — 
forco was cloaror politically than'the Webor forced. Thoy cre the key tc tho 
seving of tho party. nd 


Ce mnon's big: slogen ngeinst us will bo the Trotskyitos’ vs the anti- 
Trotskyitos. We ean onsily smash him on this, Ho.will uso this as a smoke 
scrocn for his SP. oriontation, Tho politics lo exis of tho fight will rovolve 
around the SP oriontation. 

Wo gainod more at the Plonm than Cenncn.: Wo now have” an open road 
between now and the convention which we must. drive towards: We will write you 
a detail report on the whole struggle. 

Hoping. this advance. information is satdetsotory, I-am: 

, as ever, 


Hugo 


This ‘letter written on the heels of. the. ‘event, makes clear as Cannon's 


anpeu lhe =a in "1944 does Nob, that: there. were four aig Not. a bloc as 
4w6nn 3 . TE me 6a, : 4 Pittebtrrgh hles ‘of Cannon, an 






a Musto ended-- 
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but it also made cloar that as yet therce was no now bloc, The lettor also makos 
clear, as history has sincedprovod, that whichovor way tho Muste and Weber forcos 
would go--so would go the party. Sed to say, Muste and Wobor went to Cannon--and 
that moant liquidation. If thoy had becn big cnough, or if we had beon big. enough 
to got togothor, the party could have beon saved. Cynics may Inugh. But we have 
much more to say, ond much more ovidorice to show, to prove thet the saving of the 
Workors Party of 1935 from the liquidationist drive of Cannon-Shachtman & Company, 
would have mcant much to the Spanish Rovolution, to the movement for c Marxian 
Fourth Intcrnationsl, to the opposition to tho impcrialist war, and to successful 
sociol rovolution if--if 9 small group of comrados could havo risont to the occasion ° 
and cha tod the correct road at the CORRECT MOMENT-<cs Lonin did in Russia. 


THE LIFT WING WARNS THE -PARTY 
Cannon protends that the big question et the Junc Plonum wes to support 


his forces against the "soctarians" who wore trying to split the party. Tho folkow- 
ing document issucd by loft wing comrades right oftor tho plonum proves difforcntly. 


a, 


c 


The Second Plenium of tho Workors. Party which mot in Now York onded 
in a stalometc, unable to rosolve the importent questions confronting.the perty 
and the class. Out of an eleven point agenda, the phenum which lasted a week, 
was able to.consider only three points: some aspécts of the international 
question; the SP question and the internat question. -The Plenum concluded with 
a stalemate on the SP and internal questions. 


The majority of the questiéns which were not considered at the Plenm, 
as well as the SP question were all before the Political Committee prior to the 
.firgt Plenum held in Pittsburgh. Those issucs wore rcforred to the. Pittsburgh 
Plenum by the PC. Thoy were not solved thoro and were referred back to tho PC. 
The PC failcd oven to consider tham and reforrod them to the Second Plenm. 
And now the Second Plonum has ad journcd without giving answers: to these burning 
quostions. 


Tho most important of these issucs hanging ovor tho party is the &P 
oriontation of the Cannon-Shachtman group (sco their Plonum resolutionson tho 
SP) not only its application hero in tho Unitod States, but also its intcrna- 
tional aspcct ~ the now turn of tho ICL, commonly known as the Fronch turn, 
tho liquidation of the section of the ICL into partios of the Second Intor- 
notional (France, Bolgiu, Ttaly, Spein, Switzorland, Polend, Ingland, otc.). 


| In its intornntionel aspect this issuc h:s hung liko c cloud ovor tho 
party sineo its vory ‘birth bocnuse of the close reletions of our party with the . 
.ICL, In its U.S, aspect it becamo a perty problem before tho party was two “ 
months old through tho Wost rosolution on the S.P. prosontod to the PC. by Wost a 
on January 28. Now, oftor six months, the wholc question is o life and doth e 
matter for the Workers Party. Twico tho National Committog hes boen unable to ri ~ 
solve tho problam. Thoroforc the manborship must resolve it. 


| Tho only solution remaining is e convontion of tho party. Therefore, 
we eppcal to the membership for a special convontion of the Workers Party... 


Tho Cannon-Shachtman group stend for c third Plonwm in Scptambor as 
the "solution" and a convention in six months. In reality they are calling for 
a solution by the well known mothod of - “possossion is nino-tonths of tke 

low." The GannditeShachtman group js. minority in the payty. But it has a 
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dccisive control of the party appearetus, through its control of the press, the 


New International and the New Militant, and by heving the largest single group 


in the PC, With this apparatus thoy will continuo in tho next six months a8 


thoy did in the first six months to use tho cpparatus for thoir factional onds, 


to smugglo thoir linc into the perty in contrevontion of the Decleretion of 


Principles ani to Tight to expel comrades who oppose shana. It was cloarly re- 


voalod st the Nev York Plonum that thoy hed planned « wholosele expulsion drive 
boginning with Ze ck, Besky, Ochlor, Stemm ond othors cround them in order to 
cledr tho ronda for thotr SP oriontation. On tho ove of the Plonum comrades in 
many branchos were put under chargos and two hod oilrendy becon oxpellcd. Thoy 
planned to climinntc those comrades who wore consistcnt opponents of tho now 
turn of the ICL, in order to break the backbons of cil the icft forcos in the 
WeP. and thoreby mako it consider for thom to spply this turn in the U.S. 


The 8.2, oricntation of these comredcs involvcs ultimately tho lig- 


uidation of tho Workers Party into tho Socialist Party, cftor tho old guard in 


the &,>. is drivon out, or the liquidation of the Workers Party into a new 
party on « contrist programmatic basis. But the immodicto and deadly effects 
of this oriontation upon tho party rosults in trilondism to tho SP, in the ligq- 
uidation of the oxtornal and intornel strugglo ageinst Socicl=Domocracy and 


othor forcos of contrism and roformism, has chocked the flow of recruits to tho 


party and has strongthoned tho position of the Socialist forces egninst the 
Workers Party and tho hand of tho right in tho S.P. against loft clemonts. On 
this question we nro prepared to prosont oamplo proof, conerete motions and acts. 
of the Cannon-Shachtman group. 3 


Tho Cannon faction proposes a convontion in: six months, Wo think tho 
Party cannot wait aix months, The internal strugglo is sharpening. Factions 
are. crystallizing. Party activity is boing soricusly affected. Recruiting 
is being affected. Possibilities of,winning forces from the SP are boing jeo- 


—pordized. If wo wait six months nnd*hold ¢ ft six months discussicn we will woer 


out and disgust and domornlize tho momborship, ‘stagneto tho Party, loso oppor= 
tunitios for work in tho class strugglo, ropel workers now moving in our di- 
rection, 


A convention in three months will provide for a full Party discussion, 


ercate the possibility for a solution of the problans we confront, crystallizo 


a Party line as the basis for Party work in the lnte foil ond wintcr. 


Since tho solution to this ond meny othor burning questions has not 
boon found within the 20 and the two Plonums of tho N.C., the next ossential 


stop is 1 convention of the Party. Tho Nov York Plenum voted down our damand 


for 2 convontion in three months. Thorofore, we teko the noxt stop, in accord- 
ence with the Constitution and appeal to tho brenches to call a eenvontion. By 
this timo you have tho first issuo of the Intornel Bullotin, which presented 
the motions and resolutions of tho Plonum. You thorofcre hevo omplo matorical 


on which to decidc tho question bofore you.- the calling of a special conven-= 


tion of tho party. If brenchos equal to 50% of tho mamborship domend a ccnvon- 
tioh it is obligatory to call it, © 


Wo ask all branches to- vote for o special convonticn of tho Werkors 
Party to bo held irf the fall of the year, throe months after the PC reeecived 
demands from 50% of the nanborship fer a econvonticn. Call.a special mooting 
at onco.and air mail your daisnd fcr a special ecnvontion. 


Corre. doly, 
Besky, Ochlor, Stamm 


(Tc bo Continued) 












































